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SONG TO OUR LADY 


ITH what lips shall we bless the Mother of God? 
More honored than all the nations, 

more holy than the Cherubim and all the angels, 

the tranquil throne of the King, 

the dwelling-place of the Most High, 

the salvation of the world, 

the holy one of God 

who bestows on those who trust in her 


the largess of her great pity. 


Let us chant today to Christ our God 

the hymn of David: 

“After her shall virgins be brought to the King, 
her neighbors shall be brought with gladness and rejoicing.” 
For she is of the seed of David, 

she through whom we are made divine: 

by the hands of her Son and Lord she is fashioned 
gloriously and beyond all telling, 

she whom we hymn as the Mother of God, 

as we call to her, “Save us, 

who praise thy motherhood divine, 

save us from all the evils that encompass us, 


and ransom our souls from danger.’” 








‘From the Greek Office. 
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LITURGY IN THE SODALITY 
SUMMER SCHOOLS 


N EVALUATION made at Rome in 1936 of the work 
of the Reverend Daniel A. Lord, S.J., summed up a 
good deal in saying that under his guidance ‘‘the 
Sodalists have the splendor of the sacred liturgy very 
much at heart.’’ Although his work is perhaps not 
often appraised from that point of view, it is doubtless true that 
Father Lord has made the Sodality of the Blessed Virgin an impor- 
tant factor in the early stages of the liturgical movement in the 
United States. One of the chief instrumentalities in this nation- 
wide effort to revitalize American Catholicism (in part) through 
the liturgy has been that annual series of Summer Schools of Cath- 
olic Action once termed by a New York newspaper as the traveling 
circus of Catholic social-mindedness. This article by one who has 
had some connection with the “‘circus’’ every year is written in 
response to an editor's request for ‘‘a summary of impressions and 
statistics of lively interest.’’ T-he statistics themselves, I believe, are 
of such lively interest that one need not enter the storehouse of 
associated impressions. At the stage which the liturgical movement 
has now reached in this country we are witnessing the beginnings 
of summer schools in liturgy for specific groups, such as that held 
for priests during three weeks last year at Our Lady of the Lake 
Seminary, Mundelein, that held for seminarians at Conception 
Abbey this year, or that held for Sisters in Kansas City just re- 
cently. Hence it is all the more appropriate to dwell a moment on 
the Summer Schocl of Catholic Action, which in 1942 for the 
twelfth successive season offered lecture and discussion courses, not 
to speak of “laboratory work’’ in Catholic corporate worship to 
priests, Sisters, and laity. 


The beginnings of these liturgy courses in the Summer Schools 
of Catholic Action (SSCAs they are affectionately called by thou- 
sands), were naturally simplicity itself when looked at from later 
developments. In the School's first session in 1931 there was a 
small number of more or less unrelated lectures. These were given 
for the most part by Rev. William H. Puetter, S.J., then of The 
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SODALITY SUMMER SCHOOLS 


Queen’s Work staff. There was, too, the exemplification of Mass 
Facing the People and Dialog Mass. In 1932 the School was con- 
ducted as part of the St. Louis University School of Sociology for 
a two-week period divided between the campuses of Fontbonne 
College and Webster College. The additional length of the session 
allowed scope for curriculum development, experimentation, sys- 
tematization. From 1933 on the session has been limited to one 
week, or, more accurately, the famous ‘‘six days you will never 
forget."’ The liturgy courses, that season, were begun by Father 
Puetter, but on his being then assigned to other occupations, were 
continued by the present writer. Two lecture courses were provided, 
one for those who had not had any previous experience with the 
liturgical movement, one for those who by some such acquaintance 
had become ‘‘advanced.’’ Thus, Liturgy, I: Fundamental, and Lit- 
urgy. II: Advanced stood the test of repeated trial for several years. 
But naturally the courses began to aim at both breadth and depth, 
despite the shortness of the session. Series that stand out in retro- 
spect from those years include: 

The Mass and Corporate Worship 

The Sacraments and Corporate Worship 

The Sacraments and Social Sanctification 

The New Social Order and the New Social Prayer 

In 1937, daily Mass, a feature in the early, ‘““boarding-school”’ 
period of the SSCA, was resumed as the first and most important 
exercise on the day’s general program, and, we record with grati- 
tude, it was a daily Dialog Mass. One recalls such prelates as the 
late Archbishop Drossaerts, Archbishop Rummel, Archbishop 
Mooney, to mention no others, as thus leading the assembled 
groups in this form of communal Mass-celebration. 

In the same year, too, was begun a specialized course for priests 
and seminarians. In the five years thus far held, this course has 
offered opportunity for pastors long in the ministry to discuss with 
professors and seminary directors and curates and with seminarians 
themselves, in the free give-and-take of round table methods; the 
doctrinal, canonical and pastoral aspects of Catholic corporate wor- 
ship new style. In this public worship clinic all the major prob- 
lems affecting corporate worship in this country, or at least such 
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as suggested themselves to any one present, were in some measure 
faced, considered, discussed. 

Beside the specialized course for priests and seminarians there 
were always one or more courses for the general student group. 
Among such courses the best remembered at the moment are: 

The Principles of Corporate Worship 
How Best to Assist at Mass 

The Liturgy of the Roman Mass 
The Liturgical Movement 


Your Sacrifice and Mine 
The Dialog Mass 


and, this year, 


All-Out Mass and the War 
Then, too, there were several courses on the social aspects of 
“‘Mystical Body Catholicism.” 

“What lasting good can be effected in six days?’’ Well, by way 
of making the gains of the SSCA more permanent and more far- 
reaching, it was inevitable that the several services of thc Sodality’s 
Central Office should embody and extend over the entire school 
year the truths and programs of the current Summer Schools. Thus, 
the Director’s Bulletin and The Faculty Adviser offered youth 
directors monthly ‘“‘talks’’ of some liturgical character, while The 
Semester Outline broke down to almost a week-by-week basis 
these things for the students themselves. Various other publications 
have also been the outgrowth of this continucus str2am of wor- 
ship-directives emanating from The Queen’s Werk office. 

Who attends the Summer Schools of Catholic Action? Out of 
every hundred, I should estimate, approximately ten would be 
priests, fifty would be Sisters, twenty-five women or girls, and 
fifteen men and boys. Since mention was just made of the spe- 
cialized class for priests, it is permissible to recall here that in this 
class over five hundred priests have taken time tv study and discuss 
in larger or smaller groups the communal aspects and social impli- 
cations ef Catholic worship as envisaged through the liturgical 
movennnt. While the vast majority of these were members of the 
secular priesthood of the United States, with a few from Canada 
and Mexico, a gocd fraction were always members of the several 
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religious orders. Thus, Benedictines, Capuchins, Carmelites, Con- 
ventuals, Dominicans, Fathers of the Divine Word, of the Holy 
Ghost, of the Precious Blood, Jesuits, Marists, Minorites, Oblates, 
Passionists, Paulists, Premonstratensians, Redemptorists, Resurrec- 
tionists, Servites and- Viatorians have availed themselves of the 
opportunity afforded by SSCA to recall and enlarge what their 
seminary studies contained on the admission of the laity to active 
participation in Catholic worship, demanded, as Pius XI put it, 
by the needs of our times. When it is remembered that many of 
these priests, diocesan and regular, are on the staffs of seminaries, 
novitiates, and scholasticates, it is seen that the classes at the Sum- 
mer School are potentially far larger than their actual enrollment. 

Everyone, of course, has heard the quip that not even Omnisci- 
ence knows the number of religious orders of women. Surely it 
would be difficult to ascertain how many Sisterhoods, and how 
many individual Sisters, have been influenced by one or more wor- 
ship courses in SSCA. Several times, when inquiry was made, it 
turned out that scme members of a class had from three to five 
years of experience in the worship courses, there were even some 
with seven or eight such ‘‘service stripes.’’ Since the Sisters usually 
dominate the general worship courses at SSCA, it is not rash to 
see their consequences as reaching literally into thousands of class- 
rooms. The registration records of SSCA, exclusive of 1942, total 
over twenty-five thousand, and since 1937 alone, again exclusive 
of the present year, include 18,541 names of registrants. Of course 
not all of these by far took the worship courses, but few could not 
be in some degree influenced by that feature of the school. 

One of the features about SSCA that broadens and deepens 
its general effectiveness is its perambulating character in going to 
city after city in far quarters of the country. With this aspect of the 
“circus” life, in which stands are as much as a thousand miles 
apart, there are exacting as well as compensating circumstances. 
Surely much of the delight and satisfaction that are warp and 
woof for the memory-pattern comes from the widely varied con- 
ditions under which the classes are held. If these are indicated here it 
is by way of recalling the regional character of SSCA. Thus, in 
New York there are the eatlier memories of the downtown bustle 
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of St. Francis Xavier on 16th Street now overlaid with pictures 
of the spacious peacefulness of Fordham’s campus. New England 
associations radiate from the classic elegance of the Tower Building 
at Boston College; those of the Niagara region from the classrooms 
of Canisius College, Buffalo. Jostling such academic settings of the 
East are such campus recollections of the Middle West as Mount 
Mary in Milwaukee, Fontbonne and Webster Colleges in St. Louis, 
and the magnificent amplitude of St. Catherine’s in St. Paul. 
Memories of our worship courses in the South are focused respec- 
tively by the cordiality of Our Lady of the Lake Campus in San 
Antonio, and in New Orleans by the facilities of Brescia (for- 
merly Ursuline) College and Loyola of the South. Particularly 
unforgettable is a memory of the heat in the Little Theater at 
Loyola, New Orleans, as crowded to the rafters in a stifling mid- 
afternoon on what chanced to be the Feast of Our Lady of the 
Snows! 


But Summer or Winter teachers are accustomed to traditional 
classrooms and lecture halls. Less familiar settings for classes for 
groups such as described above were provided by such places as a 
sewing-room in Providence High School, Chicago, a sample-room 
shared with a shoe-display at Chicago’s Morrison Hotel, the mar- 
ket-ticker room of the Book Cadillac in Detroit and the Willard in 
Washington, or such famous ballrooms as Pittsburgh’s William 
Pitt and the Mayflower in Washington. All these cities, some of 
them again and again, have brought together those thousands who 
have sought to study Catholic lay leadership as taught by the per- 
sonnel of the Central Office of the Sodality of the Blessed Virgin. 
In classrooms, ticker-rooms, or dance halls, these classes have been 
a factor in the program by which Sodalists in America have sig- 
nalized themselves by their zeai for the sacred liturgy. The Sodal- 
ity would be the last to claim any credit beyond that of serving 
the Church’s interests, as guided by the hierarchy, but for years 
its National Director has exemplified the words he himself wrote: 
“We may almost say that devotion to the Mass and the apprecia- 
tion of Catholic liturgy are at the very basis of Catholic Action.” 


GERALD ELLARD, S.J. 


438 











id- 
the 


nal 
for 





THE LITURGY OF THE MARONITES (II) 


Here begins the anaphora (Canon) of the Holy Roman Church 


Priest: Glory be to the Father > and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, 
now and always and for ever and ever. Lord Jesus Christ, who didst 
say to Thine apostles: Peace I leave to you, My peace I give unto 
you; vouchsafe to grant us peace according to Thy will that we 
may send up praise to Thce now, always and for ever. 

SERVER: Amen. 

P. O Lord, God almighty, who in the abundance of Thy goodness has 
created us and set us, miserable sinners, to stand before Thy majesty 
as ministers at Thine holy altar, pour upon us now, O Lord, Thine 
unnumbered blessings; strengthen us by the might of Thine Holy 
Spirit and grant us to call upon that Spirit in all things, especially 
that He may come upon this oblation which is set forth for the 
forgiveness of our sins and the saving of our souls, and that we may 
give a kiss of pzace one to another. Thus shall we be rich in Thy 
love and mercies, and we shall praise and glorify Thee and Thine 
only-begotten Son and Thine Holy Spirit, now and always and 
for ever. We worship Thee, O Lord, and beseech Thee, O Merciful 
One, to protect us from all evils, that we may send up praise to 
Thee now and for everlasting ages. 

S. Amen. 

P. Accept our offering, O my Lord; establish our days in peace, save 
us from eternal reprobation, number us among the flock of Thy 
chosen ones, that we may send up praise to Thee, now and always 
and for ever and ever. 

S. Amen. 

P (touching the altar). Peace be to thee, altar of God. (Touching the 
offerings) Peace be to the holy mysteries that are upon thee. 

S. Let us give peace one to another with a love and faithfulness well- 
pleasing to God; give the peace, reverend father. 

P (touching the server, who kisses his hand). Peace be to thee, servant of 
Jesus Christ. 


The kiss of peace 1s passed from the server throughout the congregation 
by putting one’s joined bands between those of one’s neighbor. The cele- 
brant uncovers the bread and wine and flutters the veil, as it were a dove’s 
wings, over them and over the people, saying: 

P. May the love of God the Father, the grace of the only-begotten Son 
and the fellowship and indwelling of the Holy Spirit be with you 
always, my brethren. 

CHorr or Peopte: And with thy spirit. 
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P (signing the gifts). Giory be to the Father > and to the Son and to 
the Holy Ghost, the worshipful and glorious mystery in whom there 
is no division, from everlasting to everlasting, world without end 
(thrice). 

C. Amen. 

P. Let us set our thoughts, our spirits and our hearts on high. 

C. They are raised to Thee, O Lord. 

P. Let us thank the Lord with fear and worship Him with trembling. 

C. As is right and fitting. 

P (inaudibly). It is indeed right and fitting to give thanks to Thee at all 
times, O almighty God, Lord of all. (Aloud) The angels glorify 
Thee, the dominations worship Thee, the powers tremble before 
Thee, the heavens with the virtues and the blessed seraphim together 
acclaim Thy majesty. Let us, we beseech Thee, raise our humble 
voices and join with them, saying (he flutters his hands, in figure of 
angelic wings, over the offerings): 

C. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts. Heaven and earth are full of 
Thy glory and Thine honor and Thy majesty. Hosanna in the high- 
est! Blessed is He who cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in 
the highest! Kyrie eleison. 

P (inaudibly). Holy art Thou, O God the Father, who has sent Thine 
only Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, for our salvation. (Said aloud or 
sung) Who the day before He suffered took bread into His holy 
hands and, with His eyes lifted towards heaven, to Thee, O God, 
His almighty Father, gave thanks to Thee >}, blessed it >, hallowed 
it >, broke it (he makes the gesture of breaking), and gave it to 
His disciples, saying: Take and eat ye all of this, FoR THIs Is MY 
BODY. 

C. Amen. 

P. In like manner after supper, taking this glorious cup in His holy 
hands, and again giving thanks to Thee >}, He blessed >» and hal- 
lowed it >x, and gave it to His disciples, saying: Take and drink ye 
all of this, FOR THIS Is THE CUP OF MY BLOOD OF THE NEW AND 
EVERLASTING TESTAMENT, THE MYSTERY OF FAITH, WHICH SHALL 
BE SHED FOR YOU AND FOR MANY UNTO THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS. 

C. Amen. Kyrie eleison. 


A bell is rung and the celebrant kneels, but there are no elevations bere. 


P. As often as you shall do these things you do them in memory of 
Me. In truth, O Lord, we call to mind Thy sufferings which redeemed 
us, Thy rising from the dead and Thy glorious going-up into heaven; 
wherefore Thy Church offers up to Thee this holy spotless victim, 
praying: 

S. Have mercy on us, O God, almighty Father, have mercy on us. 


440 








MARONITE LITURGY 


to P. We, Thy weak and sinful servants, O Lord, receive Thy graces and 
ere offer Thee the glory of these blessings for all these blessings. 
“nd §. Thee we glorify, Thec we worship, in Thee we believe and to Thee 


we make our prayers: forgive us, O Lord God, spare us and hear us. 
P. Again we commemorate especially the holy and glorious and ever- 
virgin Mary, blessed mother of God. (Inaudibly) Mother of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, intercede for me with the only-begotten Son who 


ng. was born of thee, that He may forgive me my sins and faults and 

receive from my poor sinful hands this sacrifice which my so unwor- 
all thy self cffers upon this altar, by thine intercession for me, O holy 
‘ify Mother. (Aloud, fluttering his hands) Have mercy upon us, O my 
ore Lord, and send down on us Thine Holy Spirit, the creator of life. 
her (Kneeling and touching the altar) Hear me, O my Lord (thrice) 
ble and may Thy !iving Holy Spirit come down and dwell in me and 
of in this oblation. 

S. Kyrie eleison (thrice). 

of P (standing). May He make this mystery > the body > of Christ >} 
gh- our God, to be for our salvation. 
} an S. Amen. 
: P. May He also make this cup >} the blood > of Christ > our God, to 
ine be for our salvation. 
or S. Amen. 
oly P. We pray Thee, O Lord God, to grant us through these mysteries Thy 
od, grace in this world and Thy kingdom in the next. And we glorify 
ved Thee now, always and for ever. (Inaudibly) We humbly pray and 
to beseech Thee, most merciful Father, to accept this sacrifice which 
MY we make to Thee: in the first place for Thine holy Church, that it 


may please Thee to give her peace, to protect, unite and guide her 
throughout the world; and for Thy servants Mar N. . . , Pope of 


oly Rome, Mar M. . . , our patriarch, and Mar NN. . . , our bishop, 
al- and for all right-believers who hold the Catholic and apostolic faith. 
ye Be mindful, O my Lord, of Thy servants here present: we offer 
ND this sacrifice for their souls and the souls of their brethren. Remember 
LL the sinless, glorious, blessed and ever-virgin Mary, mother of God; 
NS: remember Saint Peter and Saint Paul and the company of the blessed 


apostles, and ali the saints: aid us, O Lord, with Thy protection 
through the power of their prayers. Remember, O Lord, Thy serv- 


ow ants who have fallen asleep in the true faith and rest in the sleep 
of of peace. (Aloud) Give them, O Lord, and all who sleep in Christ, 
red a place of light and rest, granting Thy mercy to them and to us. 
on; §. Give them everlasting rest, O Lord, blotting out the sins which we 
m, have committed, whether deliberately or in ignorance. 


P. Our hope is strong in Thine overflowing mercies, O Lord our God: 
therefore do we beseech Thee to make us worthy of the happiness 
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of Thy saints, through Thine only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, with whom Thou art blessed and glorified, with the Holy 
Spirit, now and for ever. 

S. Amen. 

P. Peace be with you all. 

S. And with thy spirit. 

P. May the mercies of God the Father >} and of our Savior Jesus Christ 
and the descent of the Holy Ghost be with us and with you all, my 
brethren, for ever. O Lord God, give a part in this sacrifice to our 
parents and relatives, our teachers and leaders, to those who have 
died among us, and to all who have been and are in fellowship with 
us in these mysteries and have helped to build up the body of the 
Church from her beginning until now. (Taking up the host) We 
have believed and we have offered: we now fulfil, breaking this host, 
the bread of hezven, the body of the word of the living God, signing 
>}« the cup of salvation and grace with the glowing coal of this puri- 
fying mystery. In the name of the living and life-giving Father >. 
and of the Holy Ghost >s, the beginning, perfecting and fulfilment 
of all that has been and is in heaven and upon earth, the > same > 
strength, the > same >}« power, the > same >} will, one only true, 
blessed and exalted God, in whom is no division and from whom all 
comes, world without end. 

S. Amen. 

P (taking up the host and chalice). O desired Offering, who dost offer 
Thyself for us; O cleansing Victim, who dost show Thyself to Thy 
Father; O Lamb, who art both victim and the priest who sacrifices: 
grant that through Thy grace the incense of our prayer may be 
accepted, for it is by Thee that we offer it to Thy Father. O Father 
of righteousness, look upon Thy Son, a sacrifice offering satisfacton 
to Thee. Accept it, because He died for me and by Him I shall te 
made clean. Look upon the offering—accept it from my hands as a 
satisfaction for me, and remember not mine offences against Thy 
majesty. (Putting down the chalice) Look upon His blood, which 
flowed on Calvary for my salvation and cries out for me: accept 
my sacrifice for its sake. My sins are without number, but Thy 
graces are much more: weigh them in the balance, for Thou know- 
est Thy mercy is greater, outweighing the weight of mountains. 
(Putting down the host) O Father of justice, look upon my sins 
and then upon the sacrifice offered for them. The sacrifice and thie 
sacrificed are boundlessly greater than my transgressions. I indeed 
have sinned, but Thy Well-beloved has suffered the nails and the 
spear, and by His passion shall I obtain life. Blessing to the Father, 
who hath sent His Son for us; worship to the Son, who hath ran- 
somed men by His cross; praise to the Holy Spirit, by whom the mys- 
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tery of our redemption has been fulfilled. Blessed be He who hath 
renewed all things by His love; glory to Him. May Thy cross >, O 
my Lord Jesus Christ, ever be our protection against the Evil One 
and his powers. 

Amen. 


. Taught by Thy saving word and doing as Thou hast told us, we ven- 


ture to say: Our Father— 
(in Arabic). Who art in heaven .. . evil. Amen. 


. Deliver us, we beseech Thee, O Lord, from all evils, past, preseat and 


to come, by the intercession of Thy Mother and Thy saints. We will 
never cease to praise Thee, for ever. 
Amen. 


. Peace be with you all. 


And with thy spirit. 


. Strengthen, O Lord God, the hearts of Thy servants with Thy bless- 


ing from on high, by virtue of these sacred mysteries, lest we wan- 
der from the way of Thy commandments. We will never cease to 
praise Thee, for ever. 

Amen. 


. Peace be with you all. 
. And with thy spirit. 
. The grace of the Holy Trinity >}, essential and eternal and uncreated 


and consubstantial, be with you all, my brethren, for ever. (Taking 
up the host) Holy, holy, holy art Thou, O Lerd, mighty God of 
hosts; heaven and earth are full of Thy glory, which is above the 
heavens and over all the earth. I have lifted mine eyes to Thee, O God 
in heaven: as the eyes of servants are on the hands of their masters 
and the eyes of a handmaid on her mistress, so are our eyes on Thee, 
O Lord our God, till Thou have mercy on us. Have mercy on us, O 
Lord, have mercy on us. Have mercy on me, O God, according to 
Thy mercy, and wash away my sins by Thy grace. Have mercy on 
me, O God, for my soul trusteth in Thee, and in the shadow of 
Thy wings do I hope. Have mercy on me, O God, for man hath 
trodden me under foot. Save me, O God, from mine adversaries, and 
deliver me from those who rise up against me. Save me, O my 
Lord, from wicked men and those who work iniquity. Remember 
me, O my Lord, when Thou shalt come into Tliy kingdom. (Raising 
the host above his bead) Holy things are given to the holy, with 
peace, purity and goodness. 


C. One only Father, the holy; one only Son, the holy; one only Spirit, 


P 


the holy. Blessed be the name of the Lord, who is one in heaven and 
on earth. Glory be to Him for ever and ever. 

(elevating the chalice). Yea, O my Lord, in truth we have believed 
and do believe in Thee as the holy Catholic Church believes in 
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Thee: that Thou art one holy Father—to Him be glory. Amen. One 
holy Son—to Him be praise. Amen. One holy Spirit—to Him be 
worship znd thanksgiving for ever. Amen. 


C. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, who 


hallows all and reconciles all. 


P (inaudibly). Praise to the Father, who hath sanctified; praise to the 


Son, who hath forgiven; praise to the Holy Spirit, who hath ful- 
filled: the beginning, the perfection and the end of all that hath 
been and now is, in heaven and on earth. Christ hath come down 
in His mercy, He hath humbled Himself in His goodness; He hath 
blessed this sacrifice and hath signed the Church and her children 
by the power of the cross. May the right arm of His mercy be upon 
this place and its faithful people and the souls of the dead who 
have left it; may He be the hope and the defence of all that dwell 
therein and of every manner of person. May God keep them under 
the protection of His mercy. Glory be to Thee for ever, O Lord our 
God. Amen. Bless, O God, this > oblation which is in the sanctuary 
and bless the earth of which it was made, and give rest and forgive- 
ness to those for whom it hath been offered and hallowed, for ever. 
(He breaks the host) Make my weak and sinful hands worthy, O 
my Lord, to draw nigh to and break Thy sacred body, and to give 
it with true faith to the children of holy Church, for ever and ever. 
Blessed be Thou, O Lord Jesus Christ, the living bread which 
came down from heaven and giveth life to those who receive it, for 
ever and ever. Do Thou, O Lord God, call into Thine heavenly king- 
dom each one who joins with us in this eucharist, for ever and ever. 
On the day of judgment may Thy body and blood be not for our 
condemnation and confusion, for ever and ever. O Lord Jesus Christ, 
may we be acceptable to Thee when Thou shalt come in glory with 
Thine angels, for ever and ever. May the living and the dead find 
grace and mercy in Thee unto the day of judgment, for ever and 
ever. (He dips the broken-off particle in the chalice and signs the 
remainder of the host therewith.) The blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ is sprinkled on His sacred body in the name of the Father > 
and of the Son >} and of the Holy Ghost >: to Thee be glory for 
ever and ever. (He drops the particle into the chalice.) Thou hast 
united, O my Lord, Thy godhead with our humanity and our hu- 
manity with Thy godhead, Thy life to our death and our death to 
Thy life. Thou hast taken that which was ours and hast given us 
that which is Thine, for the life and salvation of our souls. Glory 
be to Thee for cver and ever. 


Meanwhile the server has said: 
S. We pray to Thee, O Lord God, for the sick and afflicted and those 


vexed by evil spirits and for the living and the dead and for those 
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absent and those present and for those for whom this sacpifice is 
offered and for our brethren who watch over this place. Help them, 
O my Lord, and deliver them, and make peace and tranquillity to 
dwell in Thy Church and among Thy people and throughout the 
four corners of the world, and take away from us, and from our 
fellow believers int Christ the stripes and rods of all violence. Let us 
pray, saying a threefold Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison. 

P (striking his breast). Grant >}x, we beseech Thee, O Lord, that our 
bodies may be sanctified by Thy holy body and our souls made alive 
by Thy cleansing blood, for the forgiveness of our sins and pardon 
of our wickedness. O our Lord and our God. Glory be to Thee for 
ever and ever. (To the people) Pray for me. 


With appropriate prayers the priest now receives Communion. Then be 
makes the sign of the cross, first with the host and then with the chalice 
over the people, saying in Arabic with the server. 


Holy, holy, holy art Thou, O Lord, saith the Church. Blessed be He 
who hath given His body and blood to wash me clean. 


The people say three times in Arabic, “Lord, I am not worthy... . 
Lamb of God. . .” and receive Communion kneeling, in one kind only 
(since 1736). The words of administration are: “The body of our Lord 
Jesus Christ is given to you for the forgiveness of sins, for the pardon of 
faults, and for life everlasting. Amen.” Before consuming what remains 
of the Holy Things the celebrant again blesses the people with them. Then 
he cleanses the vessels and his fingers, saying suitable prayers. 


P. Grant, we beseech Thee, O Christ our God, that Thy body which we 
have eaten and Thy blood which we have drunk may be for our sal- 
vation and the forgiveness of the sins of all the faithful, living and 
dead. And we will glorify Thee, now and for ever and ever. 

S. Amen. 

P. Peace be with you all. 

S. And with thy spirit. 

P. Stretch forth, O my Lord, the right hand of Thy majesty. Keep 
Thy Church from all harm and Thy flock in safety. And we will 
glorify and thank Thee, with Thy blessed Father and Thy Holy 
Spirit, now and for ever and ever. 

S. Amen. 

P. O my Lord, bless us all; keep us all; protect us, help us and lead us 
in the way of life and salvation. Send Thy mercy and goodness down 
upon us; guard our brethren, both far and near. May the Lerd 
God, who of old accepted the sacrifices of the righteous, of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, accept now the sacrifices and vows, alms and offer- 
ings, of those who, whether by word or deed, have joined in this 
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our sacrifice. May He give rest and peace to their dead, sure hope 
to the living, through the prayers of the mother of all living, Mary, 
mother of God, and of all the saints. (To the people) My friends and 
brethren, for whom we have asked the goodness and mercy of the 
holy and majestic Trinity, you have been ransomed by the glorious 
cross, both those who are here with us and those who are afar, the 
living and the dead. Go in peace, with the graces and blessings which 
we have received at the altar of the forgiving Lord. May God keep 
you from the corruption and infection of sin. We ask the help of 
your prayers, neighbors and brethren, now and always. Amen. May 
the blessing of our Lord Jesus Christ come down from heaven and 
dwell in me and in you, forgive your sins, wash away your offences, 
give peace to the souls of your dead, and write your names in the 
book of His kingdom above. May God save you from shame and 
condemnation on the day of just and terrible judgment. (Blessing 
with a hand-cross) Father >, Son > and Holy Ghost >, glory be to 


Thee for ever and ever, unto everlasting ages. Amen. 


C. Alleluia! Be graciously mindful, O Lord, of our departed relatives and 
neighbors. Vouchsafe that their names may be in the book of life 
in the Jerusalem that is above, the dwelling-place of the blessed. 

Before withdrawing, the priest takes a solemn farewell of the altar. 
DONALD ATTWATER 
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PLANNING A CHRISTIAN SCHOOL YEAR 


HE methods of the ‘children of darkness’’ have been rec- 

ommended by Christ Himself to the attention of the 

“children of light.’ With divine truth and life, we should 

be able to renew the face of the earth. And we should suc- 

ceed if we were wise enough to steal our adversary’s fire 
and use it to bring Christ to Christian youth. 


The summer months gave us an opportunity to look ahead to 
the next school-year—to plan curricular and extra-curricular activ- 
ities of all kinds. But, our greatest solicitude will be to find a way 
of permeating the whole school-life with the spirit of Christ. 


The first step in the planning process is to discover that Chris- 
tien truth which possesses the qualities most needed to stimulate 
our particular group to integral Christian action. Having found it, 
let us ‘‘make it simple, say it often, and make it burn.’” Let us 
use Our adversary’s propaganda technique to win more souls to 
Christ than it has taken away from Him. 


How can we enlist the generosity and enthusiasm of youth in 
the cause of genuine and total Christian living? How call out all 
they have to zive, not in isolated acts nor in passing phases of 
self-sacrifice, but in integral sacrificial living? Our only hope lies 
in teaching them to live the holy sacrifice of the Mass: in show- 
ing them how to go forth from the sacrificial Banquet to sacrifice 
themselves throughout the day, and how to return the next-day to 
Christ with a new capacity for Him to fill with His own spirit 
of sacrifice. In this way, all their acts are made part of the Sacrifice 
of Christ. Day by day, the supernatural potencies received by-them 
in baptism are actualized by contact with His Redeeming Act. 


Many schools have the happy custom of opening the school year 
with the holy sacrifice of the Mass. The homily or instruction 
might take the form of an exhortation to the students to begin 
at once to offer themselves and all the activities of the year to the 
eternal Father through Christ our Lord. It is an opportunity to 





‘Goebbels’ slogan for training Nazi Youth, quoted by Dom Damasus Win- 
zen, “‘Liturgy and the Teaching of Religion,” ORATE FRATRES, Vol. XIV, 
No. 5 (March 17, 1940). 
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inaugurate the plan of living the holy Sacrifice.” The Missa Reci- 
tata should be especially vibrant that day. Through it the students 
will express the enthusiasm awakenetl in them by the realization 
that baptism has given them a share in the priesthood of Christ 
and the privilege of carrying on the work of the Redemption per 
ipsum, cum ipso, in ipso. 

The school year might be divided into three parts correspond- 
ing to the three parts of the Mass of the Faithful. From September 
uatil the feast of the Purification or Septuagesima, the spirit of the 
Offertory will dominate in the spiritual activities of the school: 
from Septuagesima until Easter, the spirit of Consecration through 
immolation and self-sacrifice: from Easter until the end of the 
scholastic year, the spirit of Communion, a spirit communicating 
the light and peace of the Risen Christ. 

The technique which we shall apply to the general idea of 
Sacrifice with Christ will be applied also to the dominating idea 
of each period in order to bring the students to a practical realiza- 
tion of the ideas of offering, of tmmolation, and of communicating 
to others what they have received from Christ in the holy sacrifice 
of the Mass. We shall make it simple by keeping the same idea 
before them throughout the period. We shall say it often through 
Christian docirine, through preparation for the feasts which come 
within the period, through art, through drama—through every 
available avenue of approach. We shall make it burn through the 
weekly and monthly meetings of the Catholic Action Society.’ 

The students are grouped for Catholic Action on the basis of 
similarity of tastes in apostolic work—religious instruction: prep- 
aration of Catholic Action posters and teaching devices for relig- 
ious instruction: Catholic propaganda; work for the home and 
foreign missions: sewing for the Chaplains’ Aid: visiting the sick: 
management of the student-consumers cooperative. 
~~ "It would be a ‘decided advantage ‘in carrying out the plan “(and a means of 
“saying it often’’) if the priest who inaugurates it could preach the students’ 
annual retreat. A still greater advantage if he could offer the holy Sacrifice each 
month on the day of the Catholic Action Meeting and. just before the summer 
vacation. prepare the students for it by a day of retreat! 

®The plan for these meetings was suugested by Father Boyd's article on the 
technique of the cell in Catholic Action, ORATE FRATRES. Vol. XVI. No. 8 


(June 14. 1942), ‘‘Militants of Christ,"’ and the organization of the Grail 
as outlined in The Gratl Magazine Vol. V. No. 10 (Nov. 1938). 
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CHRISTIAN SCHOOL YEAR 


Each group elects a leader. The leaders are trained to direct the 
discussions of the weekly meetings. This arrangement has several 
advantages. It prepares future leaders of adult discussion clubs. 
It gives the members of the group an opportunity to express their 
ideas more freely than they might do in a larger assembly or in 
the presence of a member of the faculty. The leaders’ weekly con- 
ference with the faculty advisor has a stimulating, a moderating, 
and a directive influence on the small group meetings. 

The aim of the discussions is to see Christ as the model and 
source of sacrificial action in His historical life. This knowledge 
will enable the students to judge the Christian or un-Christian 
character of every situation in which they may find themselves— 
at school or at home, at work or at play—by comparing or con- 
trasting it with the particular aspect of the sacrificial action of 
Christ under consideration for that week. 

But, it is not enough for them to see what Christ did in His 
life in Palestine, nor enough for them to judge of their environ- 
ment in the light of that knowledge: they must do something 
about it. They must give Christ, here and now, an opportunity 
through them to extend His Redeeming Action into the present. 
Their acquiescence in His action and their willingness to bear the 
pain involved in cooperating with it will be the fruit of the 
morning Sacrifice. 

The topics for discussion should be carefuily chosen. If the 
students had unlimited time at their disposal, they might go 
through the New Testament and find countless incidents in the 
life of Christ upon which to base the sacrificial action of the week. 
But time for such research is scarce, therefore the incidents of 
the life of Christ given in the outline (pp. 450 and 451) have 
been selected because they are concrete expressions of His sacrificial 
spirit of offering, of immolation, and of communion, and are 
filled with possibilities of reproduction in the life of the student. 

At the first Catholic Action meeting of the year, the faculty 
advisor will read with the assembled groups some or all of the 
accounts of Christ offering food, the first incident given in the 
outline (pp. 450 and 451). They will discuss each incident 
according to the following simple plan (p. 452). 
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1. The OFFERING of Christ in His historical life. 
What Christ OFFERED? 
To Whom He OFFERED it? 
When (under what circumstances) did He OFFER it? 
How did Hz OFFER it? 
Why did He OFFER it? 
2. Possibilities of giving Christ an opportunity to do now what He 
did then. 
What He can OFFER through us? 
To whom He can OFFER through us? 
When He can OFFER through us? 
How He can OFFER through us? 
Why He can OFFER through us?' 
The following week, the leaders will direct the small group 
meetings according to the following program. 
1. Prayer.’ 
2. Brief review by the leader of the outstanding points of the 
discussion of the previous week. 
3. Contributions by members of the group: 
A. Observation—Christian or un-Christian situations noticed 
since the last meeting. 
B. Action—means taken during the week to act against un- 
Christian situations and to act with Christian situations.° 
4. Discussion of the incident of Christ’s life to be the subject of 
activity for the following week. 
The incident to be discussed at the following meeting should be 
posted so that the students may read it and come to the meeting 
prepared to discuss it according to the outline suggested above. 
At the monthly meeting of the assembled groups, the leaders 
will read reports of the observations and sacrificial acticns of the 
individual groups. This sharing of experiences will open up new 
horizons to the students and spur them on to greater effort. 


The group whose work it is to keep alive the dominating idea 
of the year and of the period by graphic representation, will find 





*In the second and third periods, the ideas of immolation and communication 
will replace that of offering. 

"Suggested: The secret of the ninth Sunday after Pentecost; the post-com- 
munion of the fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost, etc. 

°To avoid a “‘displav’’ of virtue and other undesirable projections of the 
ego, it might be well to have the report on Action written on slips of paper 
and given unsigned to the leader to read at the meeting. 
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ample scope for their ability and zeal in the production of an. 
altar-piece to be set in the usual place for liturgical pictures and 
announcements.” It will be a triptych with removable panels. On 
the side panels, Youth at Worship will be represented. This seems 
rather ambitious, but, if the figures are done in silhouette in strong 
colors, it will be quite simple and effective. During the first period, 
the central panel will show the hands of the priest holding the 
paten with the host on it. At the top will be the words, ‘‘Receive, 
Eternal Father.’’ During the second period, it will be replaced by 
another suggesting the Consecration, and, during the third period, 
by one showing the hands of the priest holding the Host above 
the ciborium, against the background of a cross, with the words, 
“Behold the Lamb of God.” 

During the immediate preparation for a feast, such as that of 
Christ the King, Christmas, the Purification, Easter, or Pentecost, 
the center panel will be replaced by another more specifically 
related to the feast.* 

At the same time, the dominating sacrificial idea of the period 
is retained through the attitude of the worshippers as shown on 
the side-panels. In this way, the relation between the holy sacrifice 
of the Mass and the Mysteries of Christ in the liturgical year is 
made evident. Moreover, such an arrangement gives an opportun- 
ity to introduce some variety into the presentation of the domi- 
rant idea of the period. What students look at habitually they 
cease to see! 

If they can take part in a Mystery Play’ or a pageant of the 
holy Sacrifice, they will be able to express, in beauty of tone and 
of movement, the truth and goodness of the divine life within 
them which has been increased by learning to live the Mass. 


H. B. 





"In a boys’ school, the altar itself and the frame of the altar-piece might be 
constructed by them, thus carrying the idea of sacrifice into another realm of 
activity. 

“Cf. First article cf this series; ORATE FRATRES, Vol. XVI, No. 1 (Nov. 
30, 1941). 

"Ibid, p. 7. The best one known to the writer is Henri Ghéon’s La Mystére 
de la Messe. Sister Julie, O.P., River Forest, Ill., has made a very good trans- 
lation into English. 
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FROM OTHER LANDS 
FADS AND FASHIONS* 


T IS difficult to understand why the liturgical movement in 
Great Britain has made so little progress during the past 
hundred years when one remembers that the public worship 
of the Church of England is based almost entirely on pre- 
Reformation Catholic liturgical books. Sc far as Catholics 

are concerned the explanation may be found in a curious tendency 
to concentrate on unessential details, best described as antiquarian 
fads or artistic fashions. In some ways it was unfortunate that 
right at the start, when Catholics in this country had regained 
freedom of public worship after the passing of the Emancipation 
Act in 1829, the Gothic Revival movement should have just 
begun. The result was that the average Englishman who took 
any interest in liturgical matters, no matter whether he was a 
Catholic or an Anglican, was convinced that Christian worship 
needed a Gothic background before it could be regarded as perfect. 
What is more, not merely Gothic. architecture in the general sense, 
but even a particular ‘‘period’’ of Gothic which a few pedants had 
decided was the “‘purest.”’ 

It was in 1841 that Augustus Welby Pugin published his True 
Principles of Pointed or Christian Architecture, which he followed 
up with other antiquarian and controversial works, including the 
superbly illustrated Glossary of Ecclesiastical Ornament and Cos- 
tume which appeared five years later. In 1839 the Cambridge 
Camden Society was founded, and two years afterwards began to 
issue its magazine The Ecclestologist, as well as many pamphlets 
intended for the guidance of Anglican clergymen who were restor- 
ing their churches and who were anxious to provide them with 
accessories of worship designed in the newly discovered Gothic 
fashion. ‘‘Ecclesiology’’ soon became an elaborate science and sym- 





*From The Church and the People, a liturgical monthly published by the 
Benedictines of Prinknash Abbey, Gloucester, England. In a footnote the editor 
remarks that ‘‘this article is somewhat provocative. We print it, however, as it 
expresses a point of view that is often lost sight of but which is of great 
importance.’ The article obtains added significance from the fact that its author 
is principally known for his competence in the field of ecclesiastical art and 
architecture.—ED. 
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bolism ran riot. Mystical meanings were invented for almost every 
detail of the structure of a church. Everything both within and 
without had to symbolize something—from the foundations 
which symbolized ‘“‘faith, conversant with unseen things’’ to the 
cock on the top of the spire “which is the type of preachers.” 
The more rigid ecclesiologists decided that the only period of 
Gothic art which should be encouraged was that of the early 
fourteenth century. The result was that hundreds of churches all 
over England were wantonly desecrated of any fittings or details 
which belong to a previous or subsequent ‘‘period.”’ 

But the ecclesiologists and symbolists did not have it all their 
own way. There was one section of the Catholic clergy who had 
been trained in Reme, including some of the Oxford converts, 
such as Newman and Faber, who had little interest in the exter- 
nals of medieval wership. They had experienced the living wor- 
ship of nineteenth century Catholicism in the basilicas of the Eter- 
nal City. They felt that the salvation of souls could be achieved 
more easily and the splendors of Catholic worship revived in 
England if the living Roman “‘use’’ could be transplanted. They 
felt it was merely a waste of time trying to revive medieval fash- 
ions which had been abandoned for more than three centuries. 
They were much more logical than the ecclesiologists. So there 
arose two opposing groups of liturgical enthusiasts: the “‘medie- 
valists’’ and the ‘“‘Romans.”’ 

On the continent of Europe the situation was somewhat differ- 
ent. There had been no break in liturgical worship after the Ref- 
ormation even if it had become outwardly decadent in character. 
Most of the 19th century liturgical pioneers, such as Dom Gué- 
ranger and other Benedictine scholars, concentrated more on fun- 
damental principies of worship than on a revival of medieval 
externals. In more recent times this has been the aim of similar 
pioneer work carried on by the Benedictines of Mont César, Mared- 
sous, Saint André and Maria Laach: to encourage the active parti- 
cipation of the laity in the holy mysteries and all forms of public 
worship, which, as Pius X reminded us, is “‘the primary and indis- 
pensable source of the true Christian spirit.’’ Quite recently too, 
the United States has begun to take a lead in the liturgical move- 
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ment. As may be seen from the Reports of the Liturgical Weeks 
which have been held, American priests and layfolk have got 


down to fundamentals. They realize that without vigorous litur- 
gical action there can be no real Catholic Action. 


But what has happened in England during the past hundred 
years? Has there been any real advance in liturgical worship pro- 
portionate to all the books that have been published dealing with 
archeology, ecclesi. logy and ceremonial? To quote from an article 
by the Rev. Joseph Heald which appeared in the Catholic Herald 
for January 23rd, 1942: “It is a great pity that the liturgical 
movement should have come to be associated with all sorts of anti- 
quarian fads, quite meaningless to the majority. Thus there are 
liturgical enthusiasts who apparently want us all to go back to the 
catacombs or to the customs of the early Roman basilicas. There 
are others—even today, a century after Pugin—who think every- 
thing terrible that is not Gothic, or what they imagine to be 
‘English.’ Others again, scorning revivals, would have us make a 
fresh start by being ruthlessly modern and ‘functional.’ After 
all, there is nothing specially liturgical about an apse . . . mosaics 
in the Byzantine manner, mystic symbols from the Roman ceme- 
teries. Nor is a chasuble of the primitive or medieval shape more 
liturgical (rather less so, if we consider authority) than an ordi- 
nary flat one. Nor is an altar with riddel-posts and damask cur- 
tains more convenient and appropriate for the liturgical rites than 
a Baroque structure with marble scrolls and cherubs, tall candle- 
sticks and tinsel lace.” Nor is there anything particularly conso- 
nant with the liturgy in the revolutionary ‘concrete, glass and 
chromium’ art of today.” 


Fr. Heald is right: no matter what may be our own personal 
preferences in such matters, there is no logical reason for foisting 
them upon puzzled congregations in the sacred name of “‘liturgy.”’ 
To quote once more from Fr. Heald: “The liturgical movement 
may indeed go hand-in-hand with a much-needed refinement in 
popular taste, but we shall not make congregations of simple folk 





"This statement will be challenged even by those who are in substantial 
agreement with the writer's main thesis—EDITOR of Church and People. 
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FADS AND FASHIONS 


liturgically minded by converting our churches into museums or 
exhibitions of arts and crafts.”’ 


The liturgical movement in Britain will never make any big 
advance until its promoters can forget unessentials and learn to 
concentrate on what is laid down in the actual texts and rubrics 
of the liturgical books. Until the ordinary lay Catholic has come 
to regard the liturgy as the normal and most perfect approach 
to God, it is sheer waste of time to fuss about the shape of chasu- 
bles, the effeminacy of lace albs and cottas or the “‘correct’’ height 
of mitres. What is infinitely more important is a drastic curtail- 
ment of non-essentials, a return to a greater simplicity of worship, 
in order that a new tradition may be built up on a good solid 
foundation. One knows churches where plain chant has been 
rigidly enforced on congregations for more than a quarter of a 
century and where the ceremonial is as perfect as it can be. But 
more often than not, one finds that in this type of church the 
people themselves are still taking no active part in worship. The 
“liturgical choir’’ may know all about the mysteries of the clima- 
cus, torculus, scandicus and quilisma; they may be masters of 
Solesmes rhythmical signs; but the people themselves remain silent 
and never open their mouths from the Asperges to the Domine 
saluum fac regem nostrum Georgium. 


What queer things are fads and fashions! The High Church 
Anglican parsons of seventy years ago were prepared to go to prison 
rather than give up wearing colored stoles or removing the cross 
from the communion table; there were layfolk who would gladly 
have suffered martyrdom rather than give up turning to the East 
when reciting the Creeds! Today we find many Catholics whose 
attitude towards non-obligatory externals of worship is curiously 
similar. Some of these over zealous liturgists seem to forget that 
the object of the liturgical movement is to bring about a greater 
realization of the mystical body of Christ and to participate more 
intelligently in corporate worship. When all is said and done, 
fads and fashions in art and archeology have really very little to 
do with the ultimate end in view. 


P. F. ANSON 
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TIMELY TRACTS 
WITHOUT SPOT OR WRINKLE 


PROMINENT Protestant was given Karl Adam’s 
Spirit of Catholicism by a Catholic friend. The latter 
had become thoroughly annoyed by the good heretic’s 
constant gibes at the Catholic Church, especially since 
most of his criticisms were based on misunderstandings 
and on the old eighteenth century liberalism of enlightenment. The 
result was appalling. ‘Fine book,’’ the man said. “‘A great writer! 
If this were the Catholic Church, I'd join at once.”’ 
Romano Guardini and Ida Coudenhove have taken great pains 
to show how a well-instructed and intelligent Catholic can give 
answer when he feels that his non-Catholic friend cannot overcome 
his or her disappointment about the “humar element’’ in the 
Body of Christ. It is hard for those outside the Church to draw 
the parallels we construe so easily. We know that the scandal of 
the vas sacramentale, or the earthen vessel of Christ’s mysteries, 
is only a continuation of the scandal of His earthly career. Christ’s 
sharing of the everyday Jewish life in a sordid little Oriental place 
called Nazareth; the fact that He was born as the son of a despised 
nation and not as 2 member of the empire-building Roman nation, 
or as a citizen of Athens, consorting with men whose realm was 
wider and more lasting even than Rome’s, who were the heirs of 
Plato and Aristotle, Pericles and Phidias, whose Parthenon in ruins 
is more beautiful and noble than the Taj Mahal or Cologne 
Cathedral—-these things are all part of the Cross which is folly to 
the gentiles. Pascai’s beautiful thought that ‘the agony of Christ 
will iast until the end of time,’’ St. Paul's account of the lament- 
able state of affairs among the Corinthians, Jesus’ own parables 
of the weeds in the wheat field—-to conjure up only a few familiar 
items—are so much taken for granted by us Catholics that we 
often wonder why outsiders don’t sce them, and apply them, 
as we do. 
The average Catholic does not go about looking for wrinkles 
on the face of the Bride of Christ, and only some habitual muck- 
rakers use a magniiying glass for this purpose. A good son will one 
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WITHOUT SPOT OR WRINKLE 


day discover that his parents are only human, perhaps all too 
human, but this discovery will only mature his childhood’s trust 
and affection into true filial devotion and understanding. Yet this 
filial attitude is not a complete solution of our present problem! 
We do not have to,go out and convert strangers to a love of our 
family or to an admiration of our parents. And, as honest and 
sincere people, we would never pretend that our family was the 
best, the only true one, the really good and universal family pat- 
tern-—as we must hold regarding the Church. 

There we are. ‘“The Bride’s beauty is all within,’’ to paraphrase 
a verse of Psalm 44. That is the supernatural key to this tor- 
menting mystery. The reformers of the sixteenth century, impa- 
tient men, evaded it by banning the organizational element of the 
visible Church, by pruning its sacraments and sacramentals down 
to the roots. by outlawing the juridical aspect. Religion was purely 
an affair of the individual conscience with almost no social and 
collective implications. They were not always consistent about it, 
these reformers, that is true. But the malaise, the uneasiness of the 
preceding centuries which had led to continuous cries for reform, 
attempts at reform, outside interference and councils (Constance, 
Basle), was as painful to faithful and clergy at that time as it 
would be for anybody who has to witness his own mother’s 
wrongdoing. 

It seems that the litany of reproaches from those outside the 
Church remains always the same. Perhaps most of them could not 
be avoided, even if all Catholics were angels in the flesh and all of 
us had stigmata and were able to soothe wolves and criminals as 
did St. Francis of Assisi. Our Lord predicted this in so many words 
because the religion of the cross hurts human pride and sensuality. 
The mean part in man’s make-up will therefore always revolt 
against this religion of the cross: our proof is the confessional. 

But what is hard to accept calmly is the fact that good people, 
godly and fine men and women, often shrink back from the 
Church—and we know full well they are not shrinking from 
Karl Adam's vision, nor from the average Catholic sinner, because 
they are enthralled by the vision of one and are too humble and 
charitable to be upset by the other. 
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There is, for example, the person who has come close to the 
gates of the Church. Various reasons may have prompted his 
approach. A sudden vision of what Christ really meant, a glance 
at His divine-human Mystery. The feeling that the one, holy, 
Catholic and apostolic Church is really here. That Peter somehow 
continues in Pius AII. A life of a saint, ancient, medieval or mod- 
ern. That the sacramental organism of the Church has a cosmic, 
supernatural completeness and all-inclusiveness, a vitality, beauty 
and simplicity which is beyond description of words. Or a gran- 
diose vision of the unique merging of Hebrew prophet, Greek 
wisdom and beauty, Roman equity and majesty, to constitute 
Catholic thought and life. Or the tender and delicate spirituality 
of a mystic, or the devotion manifested at a pilgrimage, such as 
the Jew Werfel describes in his Song of Bernadette. 

These partial but true views of the Church may strike a person. 
If all men were like John Henry Newman, they would then make 
the supreme sacrifice and enter, because they know that only truth 
and the vital link with Christ counts. But John Henry Newmans 
are not born every day. These men are looking for the people of 
God, a celebrating, singing, praying “‘gens sancta, regale sacerdo- 
tium.”’ They find a tapid half-hour service, silent except for the 
constant thud of doors caused by late-comers; they discover a 
crowd performing a duty of sitting, standing and kneeling, inac- 
tive except for taking their part in the great ceremony of the collec- 
tion basket, a crowd trying to make the best of it and hoping 
Father won’t be too poky. Is that really the living Church in 
action? 

I see my priestly confreres rising in indignation against this 
picture, for some do provide, at great personal effort and perhaps 
much heartache, a good choir, some preach a good sermon (more 
power to them), and some have a beautiful church. But you can 
find these things outside the Catholic Church toc. What you can- 
not find there is the “‘real thing,’”” namely, the visible Body of 
Christ celebrating—not just going through somehow, but cele- 
brating—His mysteries. Many of our converts have been fed on 
the same starvation diet as have so many of our children, namely, 
catechism instruction, pure and simple. As if the intellectual graft- 
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ing of the ‘‘Catholic version’’ of Christianity on the old human 
tree were of any real value without the concomitant initiation into 
the mystical life of the sacramental Church. Why don’t we turn 
back to the only authentic, psychologically correct, and historically 
true, full celebration of our liturgy, in which priest and people 
unite in thought and action with Christ our High Priest? It is the 
way the martyrs learned Christ. The saints grew up in that fash- 
ion. We priests have to learn all anew the full meaning of one 
term: liturgical celebration. As long as we do not do so, our own 
people will go on walking in a dream of faith, and the outsider 
at the gate, with bis heart burning to ‘‘see fulfilment,’ will turn 
back with sorrow and think: It is gone. 


H. A. R. 
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WITH OUR READERS 


ECENT months have seen an unprecedented number of 
weighty hierarchical pronouncements on the dangers threat- 
ening familv life, and on the need of strengthening sound Catholic 
homes. The Holy Father, following the example of his great 
predecessor, makes a special point of giving audiences to newly 
weds. And never does he let the occasion pass without speaking 
with urgent insistence upon Christian principles of the family. 
Our own Apostolic Delegate reminded the Knights of Colum- 
bus at their Memphis convention that every home is a sanctuary. 
He asked them to proclaim 





by all means at your disposal that to conspire against the solidity of 
the home, to weaken its sacred bonds of union, to deny it the means 
of decent livelihood, or in any way whatsoever to interfere with its 
God-given mission of physical and moral formation, is nothing else 
but a deadly attack on the security of the nation itself. 
Member after member of the American episcopate has of late driven 
home the same lesson to his flock and to the nation at large. 

The most striking document of recent date, however, is the 
pastoral letter issued by the hierarchy of England and Wales on 
June 21st, concerning the State and Family. Couched in forth- 
right and even colloquial language (as someone remarked, perhaps 
this is the first time that the word “‘bathroom”’ has ever been used 
in an official episcopal pronouncement), it made concrete demands 
that cannot be misunderstood. It is a document that will live. 

In our own country, gas and tire rationing have brought with 
them a renewed appreciation of the joys that can be found in one’s 
own family circle. This is all to the good. But other factors, bred 
of war, more than counterbalance the gain. Most disturbing phe- 
nomenon is the growing employment of women in war industries, 
with a consequent disruption of any semblance of family life. 

In these difficult times of social instability, every one with an 
ounce of sense realizes more keenly than ever before that it is sui- 
cidal shortsightedness to try to save civilization if the basic unit 
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of society is itself disintegrating. (Even Colliers and the Saturday 
Evening Post, and other such periodicals, have recently been carry- 
ing stories underscoring the disaster of broken homes.) 


Catholics generally are beginning too to appreciate that the 
spiritual society of’ the Church is also dependent to a very large 
degree on good Catholic homes. We priests preach the sanctity of 
the home from every pulpit and platform. We have been doing 
so for years. And certainly, we cannot overstress the point. 

And yet, is it perhaps true that very often, while trying to 
encourage sound Catholic home life, we fail to take into account 
sufficiently the specific character of the Christian family as theology 
and the liturgy teach it: that it is, by the dispensation of Christ, 
the mystical body in miniature—we might almost say, an imper- 
fect but nonetheless real parish within the parish? 

What I am driving at is this: Do we really trust as we ought 
the Christian family as a divine institution? Do we give sufficient 
credit and encouragement to the sanctifying power inherent in the 
family by the sacrament of matrimony? Do we really have confi- 
dence in the teaching power divinely commissioned to parents by 
the grace of the sacrament? Have we tried to develop our families 
as ecclesiolas, to develop them along the lines laid down by Christ 
Himself when He made the Christian family a small but potent 
replica of His own union with the Church? 

Or have we perhaps, with the best of intentions, but mistakenly, 
centralized the spiritual life in the parish too exclusively around 
the pastor and the parish church, taking upon ourselves, without 
necessity, duties and burdens (and privileges) which belong to the 
unit of the family? 

Pius XI in Quadragesimo Anno enunciated a principle which we 
might well ponder in this connection: 

As it is wrong to withdraw from the individual and commit to the 
group what private enterprise and industry can accomplish, so too it 
is an injustice, a grave evil and a disturbance of right order for a 
larger and higher association to arrogate to itself functions which 
can be performed efficiently by smaller and lower societies. This is 
a fundamental principle of social philosophy, unshaken and un- 
changeable. 
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An injustice, a grave evil, and a disturbance of right order. . 
A fundamental principle of social philosophy, unshaken and un- 
changeable. ‘“‘Them’s fightin’ words.”” And Pope Pius XI envi- 
saged no exception to this rule of subsidiary function. 


Perhaps the most obvious application of the principle, in our 
case, lies in the field of education. Our parochial school system has 
developed so rapidly and well that it is rightly regarded as one of 
our greatest American Catholic achievements. It was only human 
that the more emphasis we placed on Catholic schools, the more 
parents were tempted to delegate an ever increasing share of their 
own duties to the teaching Sisters and Brothers. And all too 
human was it also to forget that this was only a delegation. How 
many Catholic fathers (or Fathers) today would be able to appre- 
ciate the full flavor of St. Augustine’s dictum, that the parent's 
task of teaching is “‘an episcopal office’? Kindergartens have 
expanded into sub-kindergartens, until 5-year olds are now bun- 
dled off to school as a matter of course, and the parents feel 
relieved of practically all responsibility. 


When such things are necessary, no one can find fault, of 
course, and the only recourse is an attempt to remedy the socicl 
conditions which make such things necessary. But it is ‘“‘an injus- 
tice, a grave evil, and a disturbance of right order’’ when such 
practices come to be regarded as normal. ‘‘Decentralization”’ is im- 
perative, for no school, and no Sister however saintly, can sup- 
plant the influence of the good home and the zealous parerr. All 
they can do is to supplement: for their primary function is to act 
in loco parentis. 


If Catholic parents today in large numbers are shirking their 
duty as educators, and as easily as their non-Catholic neighbors 
are succumbing to the war-time factors that are disrupting home 
life, the reason is not solely economic necessity. Many of them 
have simply never understood what is meant by “‘the sanctity of 
the home,’” however much they heard the term. They did not 
know that when, as husband and wife, they administered to each 
other the sacrament of matrimony, the grace of this sacrament 
transformed them until death into human counterparts of Christ 
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and His Bride, consecrated to the task of personally leading their 
children to God. 

It is the same as in the case of the individual. All his life iong 
he has been told to avoid sin and be a good Christian. But once 
let him taste the heady spiritual wine of what it really means to 
be a Christian, a son of God living with the divine life of Christ 
Himself, brother to his neighbor through the consanguinity of 
Christ’s blood, and you are liable to have an apostle on your 
hands. God’s word is a leaven; and His grace can be a dynamite. 

Similarly, let Catholic parents grasp the dignity and the God- 
like power that is theirs irrevocably by grace of sacrament, and 
we can hope for heroic fathers and mothers, eager to give their all, 
to spend themselves wholly and cheerfully in the task of achieving 
a truly Catholic home. We know of many such, thank God! 

s + 

SISTER MARY DONALD, B.V.M., of Mundelein College, Chi- 
cago, again pays beautiful tribute to the 7 heotokos in a transla- 
tion from the Greek.—FATHER ELLARD, S.J., true to character. 
praises the work of others in a project of which he himself has been 
a major inspiration.—Earlier this year, our expert in Oriental 
Liturgies, MR. DONALD ATTWATER, narrowly escaped being 
bombed to heaven during an air-raid on Bath, England. We are 
deeply grateful to Providence for sparing him, for we don’t see 
how O. F. could spare him now, or for an indeterminate time to 
come. Oriental experts don’t grow on mulberry trees.—H. B., a 
notably successful religion teacher in a New York academy, con- 
tributes an essay for the opening of the school year.—‘‘Fads and 
Fashions’’ is a representative article from the Church and rhe Peo- 
ple, a plucky liturgical monthly published under difficult wartime 
handicaps by the monks of Prinknash Abbey, Gloucester, Eng- 
land.—After a ‘‘sabbatical’’ leave of a month, H. A. R. will be 
welcomed back by that large majority of our readers who, whether 
they enthusiastically applaud or vigorously disagree with it (there 
seems to be no middle way), always find his column a tonic.— 
By a happy coincidence, we are including in this issue reviews 
of books by two of our associate editors. Both reviews were 
contributed by non-members of the O. F. staff. 
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FERMENT CANADIAN BRAND 


Y midnight, December 8, 1935, Very Rev. Gilles Marchand, 
O.M.I., rector of the Catholic University of Ottawa, had 
given his approval to a new scheme concocted by a young member 
of the university staff, Rev. André Guay, O.M.I. Father Guay’s 
idea was to organize, under the patronage of the University and 
with the help of collaborators from within and without, a ‘‘Lab- 
oratory of Catholic Action.’’ No question about launching a new 
movement with units in dioceses and parishes; the aim was to set 
up in the true sense of the word a laboratory where problems con- 
cerning Catholic Action in general would be studied and new for- 
mulas for the apostolate of the laity would be elaborated. Again, 
this laboratory was to contact the movements already existing and 
hand them its discoveries and suggestions for a betterment of their 
personal work. 


The Catholic Center, as the laboratory is called, has directed its 
activities, up to the present, mainly to the field of liturgy. In 
June, 1936, was launched the French weekly missal, Prie avec 
l’Eglise, which was rapidly followed by its English parallel, Pray 
with the Church. The first numbers were far from elaborate in 
appearance. But, despite this drawback, the missal was received 
most favorably. From one thousand a week, the circulation of the 
weekly missal has jumped to about 80,000 a week within four 
years. And this achievement is the more remarkable since it received 
no publicity but was spread from parish to parish through fortui- 
tous contacts. 


The field that had to be covered was and is still immense; in 
fact, this is just a start. But we may hope that, with things going 
this way, the weekly missal will cover the whole of Canada 
within a few years. The Catholic Center has even had many calls 
from over the border, as concerns the weekly missal. Each week 
thousands are sent along the Atlantic seaboard from Vermont to 
Florida. 


The leaflet missal has been enlarged: it now contains not only 
the Sunday Mass but also a commentary on the gospel. Moreover, 
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the French edition has a special meditation for every day of the 
week, on the same theme that has been developed in the preceding 
Sunday gospel. The English commentary is due to the very dyna- 
mic pen of Rev. Raymond Shevenell, O.M.I., a native of Dover, 
N. H., founder of the Laboratory of Experimental Psychology 
of the University. 


Wherever the weekly missal is introduced, there seems to be a 
spiritual revolution among the faithful who attend Mass on Sun- 
day. 

This is the kind of work the Catholic Center set out to do, 
this is the kind of reaction it prayed for. Liturgy is the one great 
factor of spiritual reconstruction. The popes have written about it; 
this should suffice, but experience brings a very potent “‘confirma- 
tur.” 

A further step has been to synchronize with the weekly missal 
posters for church and schools, etc., with the same theme that is 
developed in the Sunday meditation. And lastly come circulars 
and leaflets that are distributed to the congregation after Mass, 
again on the same theme. Perfect unity is thus reached. There was 
one ‘‘missing link’’—the Sunday sermon. Happily, the laboratory 
has worked out a solution to this problem and the results are 
more than encouraging. 

It so happens that users of the weekly missal, like other human 
beings, sometimes have conscience cases, objections to be solved 
and questions to put. To handle the many letters coming into the 
Center, a Catholic information service was next to be established. 
Events proved that a liturgical movement has to be backed by ideas 
and solid culture. To provide for this, the Catholic Center has 
organized a specialized book store for liturgical and spiritual sub- 
jects in connection with the Benedictine Abbey of Saint André, 
Belgium. Unfortunately, collaboration with the Abbey has been 
stopped by the war, but other sources have been found to enable 
the work to continue. 

Now, what about the personnel of the laboratory? In addition 
to Father Guay, O.M.I., director of the Catholic Center, and Rev. 
Marcel Ferragne, O.M.I., assistant director, there has been orga- 
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nized a highly trained staff of four research workers who devote 
all their time to the study of Catholic problems. The Catholic 
Center is fortunate to have picked out these research workers from 
a group of young persons who already have had a very deep experi- 
ence in real Catholic Action, in the J. E. C., J. I. C. and J. O. C. 
movements. 


These young people have taken up a community life devoted 
exclusively to Catholic Action and Catholic Social Action. It is a 
kind of modern religious order, in its first stage of development. 
They now number fifteen members, with ten in Ottawa and five 
in Montreal. It is a great blessing for the Catholic Center to have 
the services and full-time cooperation of this group. Their work 
goes on daily from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. except on Sunday, which is 
reserved to prayer and meditation. 


Uniess one has seen and felt it by personal experience, one 
cannot understand the driving spirit that pervades all activities in 
that laboratory of Catholic Action which is the Catholic Center. 
In order, therefore, to get acquainted with the whole of it, both 
the spirit and the material organization, you should pay a little 
trip to the Canadian capital . . . then a five-minute walk to 125 
Wilbrod Street . . . and there you will find the machine buzzing. 
Go and hear the buzz. .. or rather the melody of spiritual love 
for Christ and His Church. 


EDITORIAL NOTE: The above article is reprinted from the 
Toronto Social Forum of September, 1941, and, Father Guay 
assures us, ‘is the best description ever written about our work.”’ 
He adds: “All that is printed there still applies. Since that time, 
however, we have started a new magazine, Vivre avec l’Eglise. 
This magazine answers a need in our country, and we have great 
hopes. The circulation is still small (3,000), but we started only 
in January. Its aim is clearly expressed in the title, which really 
means the same as ‘sentire cum Ecclesia.’ I think you will like it.” 
We do indeed. It is an illustrated monthly, with a distinctly 
Jociste, or Grail movement flavor. Yearly subscription price, 
$1.00. We wish it Godspeed and heartily recommend it to O. F. 
readers. 
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AN EXPERIMENT CONTINUED 


AST year Father Gilbert wrote an account of his work and 
success in introducing congregational singing in the parish of 

St. Bartholomew at, Wayzata, Minn. (O. F., Vol. XV, pp. 375- 
8). Building upon the foundation laid by him, the present writer, 
with the unfailing support and encouragement of Father Lam- 
bert, the pastor, worked at the same task for about six months. 


St. Bartholomew’s is a small church having a seating capacity 
of about one hundred for a congregation of about the same num- 
ber of families, plus the tourists who come in from the Twin 
Cities during summer. We have a small reed organ, which we 
moved down from the choir loft to the front of the church on 
the epistle side. There is a good-sized public elementary and high 
school a block away from the church; but there is no parochial 
school, nor are there Sisters to do the teaching. 

We have continued to have short practices during part of the 
time ordinarily allotted to the Sunday sermon, and we keep sing- 
ing the same Mass VIII, Credo [JI, Asperges, and Vidi Aquam, 
adding the song ‘‘Faith of Our Fathers” after Mass. We have used 
the Parish Kyriale and hymn cards compiled by another confrere, 
Father Norbert. We placed a sign in the front part of the church, 
and on it we write in large letters the respective pages of each 
piece sung. In order to indicate which parts are to be sung by the 
congregation, we underline those parts with red ink. Several chant- 
ers alternate with the congregation. The chanters form a part of 
a group of those who come to practice on Monday evenings to 
learn the chant more thoroughly, although all are invited. 

During Lent a weekly discussion club studied the Motu Proprio 
of Pope Pius X on Church Music and selected chapters from 
Madame Justine Ward’s book, Music Fourth Year. A half dozen 
of the more interested group attended the annual concert of the 
Archdiocesan Choral Society and discussed the program at a next 
session. 

During the second semester last year we tried the project of 
having the high school children released at an early forenoon 
hour to have the holy Sacrifice offered during the Catechism hour, 
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and used the occasion to link the truths of our Redemption ‘with 
an explanation of the Mass and the seasonal liturgy. 

Since the response of the men of the parish has been rather 
slow so far, we had them go to the epistle side and the ladies and 
children on the gospel side, to give the men an opportunity to 
sing all by themselves. The result was gratifying. It has been 
our practice from the start to have everyone stand during all parts 
sung, except during the “‘Et incarnatus’’ of the Credo. This, we 
think, explains in part why we have had a large part of the con- 
gregation really singing. The people seem to like it. In fact, both 
parents and children are beginning to sing the Gregorian melodies 
by heart in their homes. 

RUPERT M. SCHREIFELS, O.S.B. 


LITURGICAL BRIEFS 


HILE looking forward with prayerful anticipation to the 

National Liturgical Week at St. Meinrad, Ind., in October, 

it is a pleasure to record in the meanwhile the success of 
other liturgical gatherings of more limited scope. 

The Liturgical Week for Seminarians held at Conception Ab- 
bey, Conception, Mo., and that for Sisters of the Diocese of 
Kansas City, Mo., laid firm foundations of liturgical thought, 
and the response in both instances was gratifying. Seventy semina- 
rians and about two hundred Sisters participated in the two schools 
respectively. At the Abbey it was of course possible to have the 
students take part in the full liturgical life daily, including the 
recitation or chanting of the Day Hours. But it was a distinct 
achievement of the Kansas City meeting to have such a large group 
of Sisters, drawn from thirty-eight parishes and six institutions 
of the diocese and vicinity, recite in edifying unison daily Lauds 
in English and sing Compline every evening, besides joining in 
the Gregorian melodies of holy Mass. The Most Rev. Edwin V. 
O’Hara, bishop of Kansas City, expressed his joy at the results 
accomplished, and reminded the Sisters of their privilege and 
sacred duty as teachers to lead their pupils to an eager sharing in 
the sacramental life of the Church. 

+ 


Loras College of Dubuque conducted its fifth annual Institute 
of Liturgical Music and Liturgy, August 17 to 21, under the 
direction of Father Emmet Kelly. Father Philip Weller, of Dor- 
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chester, Wis., was this year’s guest instructor. A Missa Recitata 
opened each day’s program. Theme of the Institute was: ‘“The 
Living Parish: One in Worship, Charity and Action.”” To pro- 
mote a parish-like spirit of charity from the outset, friendly 
Father Kelly organized ‘‘a big mixer’’ on the first night; priests, 
religious and laity-attending the school soon became acquainted, 
with a resultant increase in liveliness and informality of discussion 
during the round-table talks. 
S 

Another liturgical institute is being planned for San Francisco, 
at the wish of Most Rev. Archbishop John J. Mitty. The names 
of Father Edgar Boyle and Msgr. Harold Collins, who have been 
put in charge of the arrangements, ensures a good program. On 
August 31, Father Boyle addressed the assembled teachers of the 
entire Archdiocese on the topic of ‘“The Liturgy in Parish and 
School.”’ 

* 

Reports of the “Liturgical School’’ held at Wadham College, 
Oxford, August 3 to 8, under the sponsorship of the Society of 
St. Gregory, seem to contradict the charge of ‘‘externalism’”’ 
launched against the English liturgical movement by Mr. P. F. 
Anson in his article ‘‘Fads and Fashions”’ in this issue.’ It seems to 
us to speak exceedingly well for a musical society that it devotes 
as much attention to such topics as “The Liturgy and the Social 
Problem,”’ ‘“The Mass, the Catholic Action,” “‘Liturgy and Spir- 
itual Life,’’ “The Liturgy in a Training College,”’ ‘“The Liturgy 
and the Parish,’’ ‘“The Divine Office and the Laity,’’ as to classes 
in plainsong and polyphony. Moreover, the lectures on liturgy 
were given prior emphasis in the announcements of the school. 
And not to forget: daily High Mass and sung Compline formed 
the liturgical framework for the sessions. (That liturgists can 
occasionally be prosaically practical persons was shown by the 
advertising circular: ““Owing to rationing, members are reminded 
that they should come provided with soap.’’) 

* 

Australia also adds a news item from its spiritual battle-front. 
With the approval and cooperation of the Advisory Council of 
A similar accusation against the liturgical movement both in England and in 
this country is made in a rather off-hand and patronizing way by Dom Theo- 
dore Wesseling in the July Blackfriars (p. 276): ‘‘There are many periodicals 
(in Germany), ranging from purely popular ones to the Jahrbuch fuer Liturgie- 
wissenschaft, each of which is far above the superficial or merely pious publica- 
tions of this country’’ (England). And the movement in America, according 
to him, has been on ‘“‘the level of vestments, plainchant and liturgical shows.” 
It would be interesting to discover what sources of information were at his 
disposal to warrant such a glib generalization. 
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Catholic Action, a School of Liturgy was established in Mel- 
bourne. The general subject matter of the course is ‘Liturgy and 
Catholic Life and Action,’’ with particular stress on holy Mass. 


¢ 


The Catholic Central Verein of America is noted for its spirit 
of progressiveness rooted in a strong sense of tradition. Both 
characteristics were exemplified in the closing session of its annual 
national convention held this year at St. Louis, Mo., when the 
entire assembly joined in the hymn of Compline (led by Msgr. 
Hellriegel), the profession of faith, and the acclamations (‘‘Laudes 
Hincmart’’), and Msgr. B. Stolte bestowed the travelers’ blessing 
(from the “Jtinerarium’’) upon those aobut to depart. Nova sunt 
vetera! 

@ 


In a recent issue of the Month, a number of Jesuit chaplains 
with the armed forces record their impressions. Is it far-fetched to 
discover a causal relation between the two following items? 

The problem is a serious one, and it does not augur well, humanly 
speaking, for the future of English Catholicism. Conditions differ 
widely, but taking a general average, it would probably be a fair 
estimate to reckon zealous Catholics at 10 per cent, average Catho- 
lics at 30 per cent, and the rest at either indifferent or bad (Fr. 
M. W. R. Lillie, S.J.). 


One of the most discouraging experiences a chaplain can have is to 
say Mass, knowing that his congregation is, in the main, apathetic 
and uninterested in what is going on at the altar. It all seems so 
meaningless and unimportant to them (Fr. B. J. Latchford, S.J.). 


o 


Ecclesiastical art is a notoriously thorny field—and our fraternal 
sympathy is hereby extended to Liturgical Arts Society in its 
present struggle to hew a path through a particularly difficult spot. 
Unfortunately, we have no art expert on the O. F. staff. But we 
incline to predict a very satisfactory outcome to a novel experi- 
ment undertaken at the Studio Angelico at Adrian, Mich., August 
23 to September 4. With the encouragement of Archbishop Moo- 
ney of Detroit and of Bishop Albers of Lansing, a group of priests, 
seminarians, Sisters and lay persons, combined their talents in 
furnishing the baptistery of St. John’s Church, Albion, Mich. 
In an atmosphere of retreat from ordinary employment, and with 
a daily routine of liturgical prayer, a study of the liturgy and 
theology of baptism preceded the actual work of design and con- 
struction. Dom Angelo Zankl, O.S.B., president of the Catholic 
Art Association, directed the study and work. 
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Such a method of procedure, of course, is bound to remain 
exceptional. It might be termed a spiritual luxury, beyond the 
reach of most members of the craft. But it does point an ideal. 
For a church building or any of the allied artistic productions to 
be truly “‘functional,’’ a thorough understanding of sacramental 
liturgy would seem prerequisite. And “Urbs Jerusalem beata... ,” 
on the required reading list, cannot be comprehended unless prayed. 


SJ 


To commemorate in fitting manner the ‘““Quadragesimum an- 
num” of Pope Pius X’s Motu proprio on church music, Dom 
Ermin Vitry, O.S.B., militant editor of the rejuvenated Caecilia, 
has inaugurated a ‘‘national campaign for the restoration of the 
high Mass.’’ More specifically, he is urging a concerted effort 
throughout the country to have every parish celebrate a sung Mass 
on Low Sunday, 1943, in which all parish groups and organiza- 
tions are vocally to participate. 


It is primarily a spiritual effort, using music as its medium of expres- 
sion. In the full consciousness that abandonment of the high Mass 
remains a national sin among Catholic people, we want to restore it 
to all parish churches of the land, no matter how small and humble 
they may be. .. . After forty years of slouching indifference, it will 
mark the first cemonstration, on a national scale, of that obedience 
which the Motu proprio of 1903 has been inviting us to. There is 
no need of jabbing an irritating finger into the long open wound; 
how much more is to be preferred a virile acceptance of that princi- 
ple which is the basis of the maligned document of Pius X, namely 
that the restoration of sacred music will lead the Catholic world 
to a better Christian life. 


It is a grand and worthy idea that Father Ermin is promoting, 
and ORATE FRATRES earnestly begs its readers to cooperate whole- 
heartedly towards its fulfilment. Write for copies of the program 
to The Caecilia, 3401 Arsenal St., St. Louis, Mo. 


+ 


Rev. John P. Delaney, S.J.,* of the Institute of Social Order in 
New York City, speaking at a Teachers’ Institute on Catholic 
Social Principles in St. Paul recently, had some pointed comments 
on the problem of city life and large city parishes: 


In a parish that is small enough, a young person can see exemplified 
the ideals of Christian Democracy so that when he comes to man’s 
estate he will know how to use the techniques of democratic living. 
*Author of a chatty pamphlet on holy Mass, My Mind Wanders, issued at 


cost price (3 cents, plus transportation). Order from: Institute of Social Order, 
24 West 16th Street, New York. 
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The parish fulfills the three tests of democratic government: first, 
there is authority that has the right to speak with the voice of God; 
second, the authority represents the people’s good; third, the author- 
ity serves the people. In the parish all the social functions of the 
neighborhood can be exercised. There the people can pray, work, play 
(rejoice), suffer, talk, and study together. Where people are neigh- 
bors in this thorough-going fashion, there need be no question of the 
failure of local business. The chain store wouldn’t stand a chance. 
The parish credit union would be a going concern to save from loan 
sharks the young married couples who face their first great crisis, 
financial, spiritual and romantic. Such a parish would not encounter 
the obstacles that make difficult in a typical large city parish the 
teaching and offering of the great social prayer, the Mass. Where 
every man joins with his neighbor in Christ’s Sacrifice and Banquet, 
there will be little need for remote social agencies solving the exi- 
gencies of unemployment, sickness, accident, and old age. 


Where the neighborhood has disappeared and where there is not the 
intimacy of parish life, men are left to stand alone as isolated units 
in our industrial society. It is of such stuff that the modern revolu- 
tionary pattern is woven. Wherever a system forces large numbers 
of persons to be satisfied with a life in which there is no hope of 
owning property, such a system must expect its people to come to 
have a proletarian mentality. Having no property, they come even- 
tually to have no sense of responsibility, no pride; to expect every- 
thing from the government, and finally to be unwilling to accept 
the responsibilities of ownership. When this point is reached they 
are slaves of the State. 
+ 

Paging Bob Ripley! 

An American university student became acquainted with the 
breviary, was very much attracted by this manner of prayer, and 
soon began reciting the daily divine office. In Latin. But he had 
one grievance. The diocesan Ordo which he was using contained 
an annoying number of blunders. There wasn’t much our friend 
could do about it, however, since he was a non-Catholic, and 
hence felt he had no right to make any representations to the 
proper authorities. Shortly after, he entered the Church. But those 
constantly recurring blunders kept irritating him more and more. 
So one day he sat himself down, went through the entire Ordo 
listing the mistakes, and sent in the document to the chancery 
office, humbly requesting that greater care be exercised next year, 
as false directions tended to disturb devotion. The reactions .of the 
chancery personnel are not recorded for posterity. 

This is a true story. 
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COMMUNICATIONS 


FAMILY PRAYER 


To the Editor:—We must tell you that the Short Breviary is a delight 
and inspiration. Father Benedict Ehmann told us, the Catholic Workers, 
about it, and highly recommended it. As soon as the first copy was 
passed around, everyone with $2.85 bought one, and the less affluent 
counted pennies. (A very convenient birthday and some well-placed hints, 
and I have one too!) 

My husband and I had been very profitably reading the Little Office 
of the Blessed Virgin, but the Short Breviary is so wholly satisfying that 
we adopted it instead. Our twelve-year old daughter inherited the Little 
Office, but after a few days of noticing our evident joy in reciting the 
Short Breviary, she too wants a copy. 

The whole book has so very much to commend it, illustrations, type, 
format and explanations, that it is difficult to choose any special feature 
for special praise. 

This letter speaks for ourselves, but the hearty satisfaction and joy of 
all our friends who use the book speak for them too. 

Mrs. C. G. 


Rochester, N. Y. 


ANOTHER CREDO FOR WOMEN 


To the Editor:—In your quotation from the Preface to Bishop Schlar- 
man’s Catechetical Sermon Aids, it is erroneously stated that St. Mary 
Magdalen is the only woman saint, besides the Blessed Virgin, who has 
the Credo in her Mass. St. Martha, July 29, also has the privilege of the 
Credo. 

Nancy GENESTE 


Baltimore, Md. 


SACRAMENTALS AND THE FUTURE 


To the Editor:—I am glad to see what prominence The Living Parish and 
Altar and Home have been giving to the publication of sacramentals. 
And now I hear that the Liturgical Press is also contemplating the pub- 
lication of a series of leaflets containing the more important sacramental 
texts. 

Personally I think there is an urgent need for these blessings. Seeing 
today, I fear terribly for tomorrow. The mystical body quite probably 
will be stripped of its earthly garment. Our priests will perhaps not be 
able to serve us as they do now. We must be made strong, therefore, by 
all these “little” things that enter so intimately into our lives. 

More and more today I feel the time is upon us. For us to try to 
check the wave by any ordinary effort (philosophically, for instance), is 
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in vain. People have no time nor will to listen. (To learn, you've got to 
love, and today there is only hating.) So the liturgy alone remains as an 
effective motivating force. It alone has the Power to check the tide, to | 1 
form Christ in the present and coming generation. . . . 
M. 
St. Louis, Mo. 


NO POETRY DEPARTMENT 


To the Editor:—I know O. F. does not accept verse for publication, else 
I would “officially” send you the following lines. They might serve to 
amuse some of your League of the Divine Officers, though the underlying 
theme is sad enough, I suppose. 


BREVIARIUM ROMANUM 


It was on the feast of Paul 

When they saw him first of all— 
Just a simple sort of soul, 

Maybe Russian, maybe Pole, 
Reading prayers within a church 
While above him, on a perch, 

In a dreadful sort of shrine 

Stood the good St. Valentine. 





No one else but Phyllis Fuzzle 

Cared to prick the parish puzzlc 

That was locked within those pages 

Which the man surveyed for ages. | 
But one day, supplied with guile, 

She crusaded up the aisle— 

Past the vigil lights declaiming 

Sundry saints who need no naming. 


““Sssh!’’ she cautioned Zoe Zenas, 
Who was making three novenas. 
“If we peek across his shoulder | 
““Timid-like, and later bolder. . .”’ 

So the ladies, needing view, 
Slipped into the proper pew— 
Peered, then spelled out what they read 
From the volume right ahead. 


“Die 26 Aprilis,”’ 
Faltered flabbergasted Phyllis. 
“Plurtmorum martyrum,”’ 
Puffed poor Zoe, overcome. 
“Sancti tut, Domine...” 
There was even more to say, 
But the ladies, quite dejected, 
Simply rose and genuflected. 
Mary FAaBYAN WINDEATT 


New York City 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


THE DIALOG MASS. A Book for Priests and Teachers of Religion. By Rev. 
Gerald Ellard, S.J. Longmans, Green and Co., New York, N. Y. 1942. 
Pp. xxii-223. Cloth, $2.75. 

The sub-title rather effectively indicates the scope and purpose of this 
interesting and instructive book. Addressed principally to a distinctly 
limited clientele it sets forth practically all available data on the Dialog 
Mass. The history of the development of this method of participating 
in the holy Sacrifice is unfolded and official pronouncements by the 
Chureh pertaining thereto are cited in extenso. 

Chiefly by means of a questionnaire returned by sodalists throughout 
this country the spread of the movement in the United States is depicted, 
special attention being paid to the development in the Diocese of La 
Crosse and in “Chicagoland.” 

As many as six methods for use in Children’s Dialog Masses are ex- 
plained while the final chapter discusses the Dialog Mass of the adults. 

A usable index is provided. 

The book is definitely worthwhile since it gathers together scattered 
data not otherwise easily available to the priest in parish work. It should 
prove very helpful to all priests and teachers of religion. 


Though the author has very patently striven to be factual it seems to 
the reviewer that on the one hand his facts are in part, at least, defective 
while on the other he has too easily succumbed to the temptation to 
yield to excessive enthusiasm—a fault so widespread among the zealous 
protagonists of modern liturgical “reform.” 

The most important pronouncement of the Holy See relative to the 
Dialog Mass leaves to the Ordinary to regulate the devotion and to grant 
or withhold permission for its use and propagation. The implication in 
the tables recording, by diocese, the many instances throughout this 
country wherein this devotion is current, would accordingly seem to be 
that the institutions and parishes referred to were acting with the full 
knowledge and proper permission of their respective Ordinaries. Never- 
theless more than one Ordinary, approached by the author, signifies in 
his reply that he is not aware that the devotion is current in his diocese 
or that he actually does not approve it (cf. pp. 100, 108), whereas the 
Sodality report has it that it is extant in his jurisdiction (cf. p. 88). 
Again, in one diocese with which the reviewer is particularly farviliar 
it happens that nearly all of the institutions or parishes reporting in the 
Sodalist questionnaire as practising the devotion are doing so without the 
permission of the Ordinary, while those that have duly obtained the 
requisite permission are not included in the report. 

To the rather buoyant enthusiasm of the author would seem to be due 
his failure to treat at greater length the strictures or criticisms of those 
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bishops and priests who withhold their full approval of the movement 
or report its actual failure in definite instances. In the opinion of the 
reviewer this particular point should have rated a separate chapter. Nor 
would such a chapter necessarily have militated against the movement. 
On the contrary one would think that it would have helped to guard 
the unwary priest against too hasty adoption of the practice only to 
record later another “failure.” Do we not here touch closely upon at 
least a partial explanation of the very saddening failure of the program of 
Pius X for the rehabilitation of church music? The program was in no 
way a purely visionary one. Its path continues to be strewn with wrecked 
hopes, not because Pius X demanded too much, but rather because his 
agents have never yet found the proper way to raise the faithful, in 
general, to a realization of the true vision behind the program. 


To this reviewer it seems that the liturgical movement is making 
a mistake in seeking at the outset general and mass adoption of the 
Dialog Mass. Only through gradual indoctrination of our parochial school 
children can we hope to see the church music program of Pius X finally 
successful. Decades have passed and this indoctrination has not yet taken 
place. So, it would appear, we should also start with the children in 
teaching and practising the Dialog Mass. Yet, so long as we have to 
choose from among six different methods’ we cannot hope for widespread 
adoption. in fact, so long as the Holy See leaves it to the local Ordinary 
to regulate the practise, and so long as “diocese differeth from diocese,” 
the Dialog Mass cannot be looked to as a liturgical panacea. 


In fine, a concluding thought would suggest that if we center our 
efforts on strictly homogeneous groups, in small chapels and churches, 
we may properly hope thus to provide the nucleus through whose influ- 
ence the Mass may more practically become “my Sacrifice and yours.” 
To continue further would be to write the missing chapter. 


G. S. 


THE PERSON OF JESUS. By Father James, O.F.M.Cap. Gill & Son, Dublin, 

1942. Pp. 126. Cloth, $1.50. 

The writings of Father James are easily superior to the general run of 
modern spiritual books. He brings to his compositions not only accurate 
philosophical insight but also a clear, literary style. Since he reaches 
beyond the depth of the average reader, he is not strictly a popular writer, 
and hence the present work is not light reading. Neither is it an abstruse, 
metaphysical treatment of the personality of our Lord. It is a book for 
the thoughtful reader; and the two chapters entitled “Person” and 
“Prayer” are sections with special appeal to those interested in the liturgy. 





*Father Ellard’s six ‘‘methods’’ are more in the nature of six progressive steps 
to fuller vocal participation.—ED. 
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The title does not convey correctly the contents of the book. The 
first chapter, “Preaching,” depicts Christ in the role of prophet and 
teacher and is rather sketchy. The second deals with Him as Persen and 
has high value. Then follow two chapters on “Disciples” and “Prayer.” 
Perhaps the best essay in the volume is that on “Compassion,” which 
has a touch of masterfulness. Here the ruthless strong and those in posi- 
tions of authority could well learn from Jesus that “‘strength is sure of 
itself, that it moves slowly and peacefully without agitation, and that 
it prefers to appeal to inner freedom rather than to compulsion by exter- 
nal restraints.” The sixth chapter is mainly a treatise on the religious 
life and was written for religious. The final essay, “Intimacy,” is a 
description of St. John the apostle. 

A deep vein of reverence pervades all the essays. Sometimes the close 
reasoning of the philosopher is most to the fore; again the moving lines 
of the orator grip the attentive reader. After showing that in one sense 
a portrait of Jesus is quite impossible the author adds that “ultimately 
there is only one way of painting the authentic portrait of Jesus, which 
does not touch on impiety, and that is to become oneself the picture 
that most resembles Him. There is no other way; at the source of living 
knowledge lies affinity. Without supernatural affinity it is impossible 
effectively to know Jesus. Affinity is based on love, just as love is based 
on affinity. To those who love Him, He promises a manifestation of 


Himself; not to others” (p. 32f.). 
7. . R&R. 


CONCORDANCE TO THE BIBLE (Douay Version). By Rev. Newton 
Thompson and Raymond Stock. B. Herder Book Co., St. Louis, Mo. 1942. 
Pp. 1255. Large 8vo. Cloth, $7.50. 

The authors and the Herder Company deserve sincere congratulations 
on publishing this very substantial volume. 

What may appear as regretful is that, since the new Confraternity 
Edition of the English Bible will eventually supersede the Douay Version, 
a new concordance will soon be needed. But the present concordance will 
be necessary for many more years, and will never become superfluous. 

While the print is somewhat small (which seems to be chronic with 
concordances), that feature was no doubt unavoidable. Fortunately it is 
not crowded. With two columns to a page, and generous margins, one 
does not have to reach for his magnifying glass. The key words printed in 
bold faced type jump forward like old friends to greet one. At the end of 
the book is a concordance of all the numbers (numerals) found in the 
Bible, all but one (1). The abbreviations for the books of the Bible are 
somewhat new to the average user, but there is no mistaking the refer- 
ences. The volume is well bound and well worth the price. 

P. R. B. 
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THE LITURGICAL WEEK 1942 


THEME: ““THE PRAISE OF Gop: ITs SIGNIFICANCE 
AND PRIMARY IMPORTANCE IN CATHOLIC LIFE.” 


OCTOBER 12: Opening assembly. Speakers: Abbot Ignatius Esser, 
Rev. William Busch, Rev. J. J. Holleran, Most Rev. Joseph 
E. Ritter. 


OCTOBER 13: Morning Session: ‘‘The Glory of God,’’ by Rev. 
John LaFarge, S.J.: ‘“The Praise of Creation,’’ by Rev. Wil- 
liam F. Furlong. Afternoon Session: ‘‘The Praise of Christ 
on Earth,” by Rev. B. J. Cunningham, C.M.; ‘The Praise 
of Christ in Heaven and in His Church,”’ by Rev. Charles 
Schmitt; ‘“The Praise of Christ in His Individual Members,” 
by Rev. Justin Mulcahy, C.P. Evening Session: ‘‘Praise in 
Sacrifice and Sacrament,’’ by Rev. Roland T. Winel; ‘‘Praise 
in Mystic Song,” by Rev. Bede Scholz, O.S.B. 


OCTOBER 14: Morning Session: Theme, Praise in the Living 
Parish: “‘Participation by the People in High Mass and Of- 
fice,"’ by Rev. E. Thibault, P.S.S.; ‘Realizing the Ideal in a 
City Parish,’’ by Rev. William H. Huelsmann and Rev. Henry 
A Velte: ‘Realizing the Ideal in a Country Parish,’’ by Rev. 
Joseph P. McGeever and Rev. Ernest A. Burtle. Afternoon 
Session: Theme, The Music of Divine Praise: “‘Chant and the 
Clergy,”” by Rev. Joseph T. Kush; ‘‘Chant and the Laity,” 
by Rev. Robert E. Brennan; ‘The Organist and Choir Direc- 
tor,” by Mr. Roland Boisvert. Evening Session: ‘‘Our Lan- 
guage of Praise,” by Miss Mary Perkins; “‘Praise and Holy 
Scripture,’’ by Rev. Bernard Laukemper. 


OCTOBER 15: Morning Session: Theme, Art in the Service of 
Praise: ‘Church Decoration,’’ by Very Rev. Albert Hammen- 
stede, O.S.B.; ‘Ceremony and Vesture,”’ by Rev. William L. 
Lallou. Afternoon Session: Theme, Praise and the Present 
Crisis: ‘‘Modern Perversions of Praise,”"” by Mr. Max Jordan; 
‘Praise and Catholic Civilian Morale,”’ by Rev. Vincent Don- 
ovan, O.P.; “Praise and Catholic Military Morale,’’ by Rev. 
Bernard Sause, O.S.B. Evening Session: ‘““Summary and Con- 
clusion,’’ by Rev. Thomas J. Carroll; ‘‘Looking Ahead,’’ by 
Rev. Thomas P. Stack. 

OCTOBER 16: Pontifical Conventual Mass and Sermon by Bishop 
Ritter. 


For detailed information about the program and accommodations, 
write to: The Reverend Secretary, The Liturgical Week, St. 
Meinrad, Indiana. 
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SUNDAY COMPLINE 


The official Night Prayer of the Church. For congregational 
use. Arranged for singing both in Latin and English. Modern 
notation. Latin and English texts on opposite pages. Includes 
Marian anthems for all seasons and Benediction hymns. 


36 pages; durable, two-color cover; large print. 


EIGHT CENTS A COPY 


Quantity discounts: 12 to 300 copies, 20%; 
300 or more copies, 25%. — Postage extra. 


Brager’s Organ Accompaniment 
1o Sunday Compline, 80e a Copy 


THE LITURGICAL PRESS 


COLLEGEVILLE MINNESOTA 














MEDIEVAL AND RENAISSANCE 
CHORAL MUSIC 


Selected from the Programs of the Pius X School Choir, 
New York, by Georcia STEVENS 


The Pius X Choir has given many concerts in various parts of the 
United States, and many requests have been made by musicians for 
copies of the unpublished compositions found on Pius X Programs. 
These numbers have finally been put in print, through the medium 
of this collection. Secular and Sacred Music for 1, 2, 3 and 4 voices, 
elsewhere unavailable are here presented. 


No. 1158 Cloth bound. 126 pp. Price $1.25 
Published by 


McLAUGHLIN & REILLY CO. 
100 Boylston St.,. BOSTON, MASS. 


Order “on approval” 





























MARRIAGE IN CHRIST 


Contains Marriage Rite and Mass, together with Introduction by 
ihe translator, the Rev. Richard E. Power. Text attractively printed 
in red and blac’. Very presentable booklet. Intended not only for 
bride and groom, but also for distribution to relatives and friends 
cttending the ceremony. 


PAPER, FORTY-EIGHT PAGES 
Ten Cents a Copy 


Quantity discounts: 12 to 300 copies, 20%; 


300 or more copies, 25%. — Postage extra. 
THE LITURGICAL PRESS 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
ARE THE BEST SIGN OF A PAPER’S VITALITY. 


The Correspondence Page of The Catholic Herald 


is famous. 


In a single recent issue our correspondents included the following: 
Richard O’Sullivan, K.C.; R. R. Stokes, M.P.; the Duke of Bedford; 
Philip G. Fothergill, Ph.D., Lecturer in Durham University; Dr. 
Halliday Sutherland; A. C. F. Beales, Lecturer in London University. 


Annual Subscription $3.50 


(Payable by International Money Order) 


THE CATHOLIC HERALD 


67 FLEET STREET, LONDON, E.C. 4, ENGLAND 









































THE COMMONW EAL 


has no competitor 


It cultivates a field of journalism which no other 
periodical in America covers—a field which readers 
of Orate Fratres will know as a vastly important 
and living one .. . It is the one national weekly 
review published by Catholic laymen and women 
where Catholic writers, and their friends of other 
faiths too, apply the truths of religion and the 
Christian tradition, together with expert contem- 
porary knowledge and analysis, to the opportuni- 
ties and problems in the broad field of everyday 
life. 


Regular Contributors include: 


DoNALD ATTWATER 

GEorRGES BERNANOS 

Rev. CHaRLEs P. BRUEHL 

Rev. M. A. Couturier, O.P. 
THEODORE MAYNARD 
Rev. H. A. REMNHOLD 
FRANZ WERFEL 
MicHaAEL WILLIAMS 


and many others 


———— A FE 


THE COMMONWEAL: 
386 FOURTH AVENUE: 
NEW YORK, N.Y. 


Enclosed find $1.00. Send the next 15 issues of the new 
CoMMONWEAL to: 


ERSTE ete epee oe ter eae Tee ee ee re eT ee ee , 


ph ci 





























A Prayerbook that will Interest You 
IS 


THE ST. ANDREW 
DAILY MISSAL 


by Dom Gaspar Lefebre, O.S.B. 


PuBLISHED IN TWO EpiTIons— 


THE REGULAR — Latin and 
English text for the ordinary 
and proper of Mass only. 
Priced at $2.25 to $11.00. 

and 

THE LARGE — Latin and 
English text throughout con- 
tains Vespers for Sundays and 
Feasts, also complete Kyriale, 
Litanies, ete. 


Priced at $4.50 to $15.00. 
The Most Complete 
Daily Missal 


WRITE FOR DEscrRIPTIVE BOOKLET 
DISCOUNT TO CLERGY & RELIGIOUS 


THE E. M. LOHMANN CO. 


Church Goods - Religious Articles - Books 
413 Sibley Street SAINT PAUL, MINNESOTA 


Atso AVAILABLE AT ALL CHURCH Goops DEALERS 





WANDERER PRTG. CO. - ST. PAUL. MINN 








